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Department of the Army, DoD § 651.31

Subpart F—Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS)

§ 651.28 Introduction.

An EIS is a public document with a
primary purpose of ensuring that
NEPA policies and goals are incor-
porated early into the programs and
actions of Federal agencies. An EIS is
required to provide a full and fair dis-
cussion of significant environmental
impacts. Along with other project doc-
umentation, the EIS provides a basis
for informed decisionmaking. Further,
it allows public review and comment
on the proposal.

§ 651.29 Conditions requiring an EIS.

An EIS is required when a proponent,
preparer, or approving authority deter-
mines that the proposed action has the
potential to—

(a) Significantly affect environ-
mental quality or public health or safe-
ty.

(b) Significantly affect historic or ar-
chaeological resources, public parks
and recreation areas, wildlife refuge or
wilderness areas, wild and scenic riv-
ers, or aquifers.

(c) Have significant adverse effect on
properties listed or meeting the cri-
teria for listing in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, or the National
Register of Natural Landmarks. (The
National Park Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior maintains the Na-
tional Register.)

(d) Cause a significant impact to
prime and unique farm lands, wetlands,
floodplains, coastal zones, or eco-
logically or culturally important areas
or other areas of unique or critical en-
vironmental concern.

(e) Result in potentially significant
and uncertain environmental effects or
unique or unknown environmental
risks.

(f) Significantly affect a species or
habitat listed or proposed for listing on
the Federal list of endangered or
threatened species.

(g) Either establish a precedent for
future action or represent a decision in
principle about a future consideration
with significant environmental effects.

(h) Adversely interact with other ac-
tions with individually insignificant ef-

fects so that cumulatively significant
environmental effects result.

(i) Involve the production, storage,
transportation, use, treatment, and
disposal of hazardous or toxic mate-
rials that may have significant envi-
ronmental impact.

§ 651.30 Actions normally requiring an
EIS.

The following actions normally re-
quire an EIS:

(a) Significant expansion of a mili-
tary facility, such as a depot, muni-
tions plant, or major training installa-
tion.

(b) Construction of facilities that
have a significant effect on wetlands,
coastal zones, or other areas of critical
environmental concern.

(c) The disposal of nuclear materials,
munitions, explosives, industrial and
military chemicals, and other haz-
ardous or toxic substances that have
the potential to cause significant envi-
ronmental impact.

(d) The life cycle development of new
material such as weapon systems that
requires the construction and oper-
ation of new fixed facilities or the sig-
nificant commitment of natural re-
sources.

(e) Land acquisition, leasing or other
actions that may lead to significant
changes in land use.

(f) Continental United States
(CONUS) realignment or stationing of
a brigade or larger table of organiza-
tion and equipment (TOE) unit during
peacetime (except where the only sig-
nificant impacts are socioeconomic
with no significant biophysical envi-
ronmental impact).

(g) Training exercises conducted out-
side the boundaries of an existing mili-
tary reservation where significant en-
vironmental damage might occur.

(h) Major changes in the mission of
facilities either affecting areas of crit-
ical environmental concern or causing
significant environmental impact.

§ 651.31 Format of the EIS.

(a) The EIS must contain the fol-
lowing:

(1) Cover sheet.
(2) Summary.
(3) Table of contents.
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